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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

1 hereby certify that this paper and the documents referred to 
as being attached or enclosed herewith are being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an 
envelope addressed to: MAIL STOP ISSUE FEE, 
COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 on the date shown below. 



Attorney or Agent 
for Appli cant(sl 

Date Mailed 




MAIL STOP ISSUE FEE 
COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. BOX 1450 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 



TRANSMITTAL LETTER 



Enclosed for filing in the above-referenced application are the following: 

^ In connection with issuance of a patent: 
^ 13 FormPTOL-85b 

Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowability 
IEI Issue Fee ($700.00) 
£3 Publication Fee ($300.00) 

[X] A check in the amount of $ 1 000.00 to cover the above-listed fee 

£3 The Director is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees that may be required in 

connection with issuance of a patent, or credit over-payment, to Account No. 02-4550. A 

copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
£<] Please return the enclosed postcard to confirm that the items listed above have been 

received. 



One World Trade Center, Suite 1600 
121 S.W. Salmon Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
Telephone: (503) 595-5300 
Facsimile: (503) 595-5301 
cc: Client 
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Respectfully submitted, 



KLARQUIST SPARKMAN, LLP 
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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWABILITY 



In response to the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance included with the 
December 6, 2006, Notice of Allowance and dated December 9, 2006, Applicants agree that each 
of the allowed claims is patentably distinct from the prior art of record. 

In the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance, however, the Examiner 
paraphrases portions of independent claims 1, 29, and 35 and identifies those portions as the 
improvement of the present application. The Examiner likewise paraphrases portions of 
independent claims 38, 44, 53, and 61 and identifies those portions as another improvement of 
the present application. 

To the extent that the statement of reasons for allowance uses extraneous language or 
language paraphrasing the claim language, Applicants note that the respective claims are not 
limited by the Examiner's extraneous or paraphrasing language. Instead, each and every claim 
of the application speaks for itself. 

Furthermore, each and every claim of the application is independently patentable because 
of the novel and nonobvious feature(s) and/or combinations thereof set forth in each respective 
claim. 
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Moreover, to the extent that the statement of reasons for allowance uses language that 
paraphrases the teachings of the prior art (for example, the teachings of the Chou et al 
reference), Applicants note that the respective claims of the present application are not limited by 
the Examiner's paraphrasing language. 

Respectfully submitted, 
KLARQUIST SPARKMAN, LLP 

One World Trade Center, Suite 1600 
121 S.W. Salmon Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
f Telephone: (503) 595-5300 
Facsimile: (503) 595-5301 
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